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Congratulations, Lady 
Zizzers!  They ended 
the season 23-5, were 
Ozark Conference 
Champs, and District 
runners-up.  Coach 
Scott Womack was 
named Coach of the 
Year for the third 
consecutive year.

Congratulations, 
Zizzers!  TheVarsity 
boys’ basketball team 
ended regular season 
with a record of 15-13, 
were District runners-
up, and 5-4 in 
conference!
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By Lindsey Hicks
 Hello Zizzerland! I hope everyone had 
an excellent break away from school due to 
snow and spring break.  According to the calen-
dar, we are in fourth quarter, as well as spring. 
As warm weather is approaching, make sure 
you continue to follow the school dress code, as 
you will be under Zizzer patrol. As your chief, 
I am positive that these last few months will be 
our busiest months for Zizzerette to dig deep to 
obtain information about my fellow students, as 
well as our big upcoming events.
 We are on our final leg of the school 
year, so be sure to keep your attendance up, as 
well as grades (especially the big, bad 
SENIORS). Do not forget that we do not go to 
school on April 28 for a free college day for 
ALL seniors; we can make it until then, so keep 
up the hard work! Make sure you get as many 
scholarships in as possible for college because 
every scholarship application counts. 
P.S. Start looking for prom dresses, ladies, and 
keep us updated on your “promposals” to be 
featured in upcoming issues! 
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By Megan Biggers
 This month’s Staff Spotlight features the lovely Ruth Brazeal. Ruth is a very important asset to not only 
the occupants of our wonderful Zizzerland and our middle and elementary school.
  Her job is a rather difficult one to describe because of how much she does. Any time there is any form of 
transportation occurring at any of these schools with the buses, she makes it happen. This includes sports trips, 
field trips, and any school event period. 
 She is a key asset in making all sporting events flow well. She must insure that there are referees for 
any and all ball games, and that they are paid accordingly. She makes sure all participants in any extracurricular 
activities are eligible. This requires making sure that all MSHAA sponsored program’s participants have physi-
cals, acceptable grades, and signed code of conduct forms.
  In addition, she also sends out all of our team rosters to our opposing teams. Ruth’s job keeps her busy 
every day with all of the work she has to do.  Without her, none of the sports or extracurricular clubs would 
be able to exist. Out of all of the things she does, her favorite part is the relationships she gains with all of our 
schools’ coaches. Though we may not be able to physically see all of her hard work, it is certain that the school 
would be a mess without her hard work and dedication. Make sure you go visit her in the downstairs’ office and 
give her a big thanks. She more than deserves it!
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NO SCHOOL APRIL 3 OR APRIL 6!



Senior Spotlight
By Landon Wilkening
 Meet West Plains High School’s own, Ian Craig 
Washington. Ian was born on April 7, 1997, in St. Louis, 
Missouri to proud parents Craig and Heidi Washington. He 
has two younger brothers, Evan and Eric Washington. In 
his free time he likes to run track, play basketball, and
hang out with his friends.
 Mr. Washington is a member of NHS, Beta, and 
the Track and Field team. His favorite class is Manage-
ment and Internship, because he “gets to see his best 
friend, Carter, at the elementary school.” Ian’s greatest 
high school memory is signing with Southwest Baptist 
University (SBU) for a track scholarship. He plans obtain 
his degree in Physical Therapy.
 Ian’s favorite part of school is being able to see the 
people he grew up with daily, and to be involved in athlet-
ics. His advice to underclassmen is “cherish the four years 
you have with your friends until the day you graduate.” 
If you see him around school say “what’s up,” if not, just 
follow him on twitter @ian_washington. 
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Junior Junction
By Karissa Houts
 This month’s Junior Junction is Dani-
elle Yeager, the seventeen- year-old daughter 
of Richard and Connie Yeager. She has two 
sisters, Kelly and Kayla. 
 Danielle drives a black 2010 Camaro. 
Her favorites include pepperoni pizza and 
Spring.  She enjoys watching football, riding 
her horse, and participating on the trap team.
 She plans to become a OB nurse, and 
attend college at MSU-West Plains. If she 
could pick any place to go, she said she would 
choose Jamaica.
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Sophomore Showcase

By Megan Biggers
 This month’s Freshman Focus is on the beautiful 
Cassie Roberts. Cassie is 15-years-old, and  the daugh-
ter of Bobby and Allison. She is also the oldest of three 
younger brothers...talk about a handful!
 Cassie’s main hobbies include reading and 
music. She is active in our high school’s choir, and says 
that it also happens to be her favorite part of high school 
so far. If she isn’t at school, you may find her reading, 
looking on Pinterest, or at her church singing.
 Cassie came to wonderful ol’ Zizzerland from 
Fair View. She says that high school is immensely less 
intimidating than she anticipated. She expected to get 
lost all of the time and said that never happened once!
 Cassie currently has no post-high school plans, 
but is keeping an open mind for possible career choices. 
She will continue to work hard all through her years 
here at WPHS, and should have no problem being 
successful. If you see this fine dime walking down the 
hallway, be sure to say “hello,” and if you ever get the 
chance, listen to her sing. She’ll be sure to make your 
day.

Freshman Focus

By Dana Vincent
 This month’s Sophomore Showcase is Matthew McCall. He is the son of Anne 
and John McCall. Matthew has one sister, one step brother, one half brother, and one 
half sister.  He was born on June 15, 1999. 
 Matthew is involved in the speech and debate club. He also competed on the 
swim team. His main hobby is music. When he is not in school he said he enjoys 
working on his truck, participating in speech and debate tournaments, working out, 
and going on runs. 
 When Matthew graduates high school he plans on attending college and study-
ing to become a Ophthalmologist.  His goal for life is to have five kids. He said that 
statement was to show he has a sense of humor!
 Matthew’s advice to next year’s sophomores is to participate in a lot of school 
activities and to be involved in clubs.
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Faculty Focus
By Tara Long
     This month’s Faculty Focus is the fabulous Mrs. RaDona 
Henry. She teaches Honors Algebra I, Honors Algebra III, and Alge-
bra B. At the conclusion of the 2014-15 school year, she will have 
been teaching for a grand total of 25 years. 
     Mrs. Henry grew up in Pomona, Missouri, and attended Wil-
low Springs High School. She attended college at Missouri State 
University-West Plains and Southwest Missouri State University. 
     She is married and has two children, Alex and Cole. Alex 
is an alumni of West Plains High School, and Cole is a junior at 
WPHS this year.
     She enjoys quilting, farming, watching Nascar, and the St. 
Louis Cardinals.
    “I like math because it was always easy. There were no if’s, 
and’s, or but’s to the rules!” she says.
 If you see Mrs. Henry in the hall, make sure to give her a 
friendly “Hello!”
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Clubs & Organizations

Beta Club
 
 The West Plains High School Zizzer Beta Club, along with over 2,000 students from schools across 
the state, attended the Missouri State Beta Club Convention on March 7-9 in Branson.  Students competed in 
individual academic, talent, and art competitions. The following students placed in their events:  Patricia Evins, 
third place Division I Agriculture; Sarah Parker, third place  Division I Mathematics; Zane Johnson, first place 
Division I Science; and Elizabeth McLean, First place Acrylic Painting. They are all eligible to compete at the 
national convention in June. Assistant Principal Kevin Hedden was elected to the council at the annual BETA 
Administrators and Council meeting.  

Chess Club
 
 This year, the chess club is really working 
hard and showing dedication to the game, and it’s 
obviously paying off. On December 13, they hosted 
a tournament here at WPHS and won several ac-
colades. Fortunately, it is never too late to join, and 
there is no fee to join the club. You don’t have to 
know how to play chess to join; if you don’t know, 
you will be taught. The chess club has meetings 
every Tuesday and Wednesday morning from 7:15-
8:05, but some players meet every day. The players 
are very dedicated, and there is a bright future for 
the chess club. They are attempting to come up with 
community-minded ideas to find and teach more 
chess players and become visible in the community. 
If you’re interested in joining this fun group, just 
check out the facebook page at www.facebook.com/
zizzerchessclub or stop by to ask Mr. Schilmoeller!
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FFA
 FFA members and officers have been working hard to make the annual “FFA Week” successful. On 
the first day, the FFA chapter raised $623 at Colton’s Steakhouse and Grill. Even though the students were out 
of school due to the snow, they were successful in raising money.  The students enrolled in agriculture related 
classes listened to many career speakers including: Dr. Ulmanis, Matt Franks, Kenzie Rasor, Todd Wilbanks, 
Mike Newberry, Cathy Profitt Boys, Randy Pace, Pam Rowland, Greg Brown, Daniel Bohnenkamp, and Linda 
Risner. Also on the same day, they hosted a “Show Me Hunger: Unite the Fight” movie night, in which con-
sisted of moviegoers donations to get in for free to watch a movie of their choice; 165 canned food items were 
collected. On the third day of FFA week, members taught third graders at different schools on a day known as 
“Food for America.”  Finally, members hosted a petting zoo called “Barnyard” in the Ag. Shop while represent-
ing FFA by wearing their FFA t-shirts.
 FFA contests have started on March 10, 17, and 23 at area in Houston. Many students in the contests 
have gained a learning experience, as well as making new friends at area. Speaking of contests, many have ap-
plied to receive their state degrees and proficiency awards. Throughout all the hard work, Jaden Hicks placed 
1st in Ag. Sales placement, Lane Dudgeon placed 1st in small animal care, Jarod Coatney placed 1st in environ-
mental science, Olivia Powers placed 2nd in swine production, Lindsey Hicks placed 2nd in goat production, 
Cole Henry placed 3rd in beef production and 2nd in diversified Ag place, and Brett Wilbanks placed 2nd in 
sheep production, as well as 3rd in diversified livestock.
 Recently, FFA officers Cole Henry, Cailynne Summers, Audie Russell, and Cameron Gray, as well as 
the advisors went to the middle school to speak to the eighth graders about FFA and the opportunities available. 
Guest speaker, Jaret Holden, is a state officer who is an alumni Summersville student that had a presentation 
that expanded on what FFA is and what it means to them. Jaret Holden gave a presentation to the students on the 
opportunities available and spoke to them.

FCCLA
 FCCLA recently had Regional Officer Elections and Savannah Bailey is the 2015 – 2016 parliamentar-
ian for Region 9. Hayden Harris was voted Secretary for Region 9. The group is preparing to go to attend State 
conference on March 22-24 in Columbia Missouri. Maddie Harrison, Bobbie Roberts, April York, Kara Halford, 
and Heather Pham are going to complete in STAR events. Morgan Light, Whitney Cuadel, and Kaydee Pearsall 
are participating as Voting Delegates. Savannah and Hayden are going to represent Region 9 officers and Sierra 
Richardson is going to receive her placement at Nationals in Digital Stories for Change.   

Junior Class News
 
 The theme for prom is “The Greatest Show On Earth.” It will be held at Heart of the Ozarks Fair 
Grounds here in town from 8:00-11:00 p.m. on May 9. Tickets for in-school date are $10, for the cost for an out 
of school date is $25. For an out of school date, you will need to go to the upstairs’ office for a packet and office 
approval first. You can buy your tickets starting March 16.
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Skills USA
 
 Congratulations to the following Skills USA students who recently qualified for State contest: Jacob 
Coangelo, Nickolas Barstow, Kenneth Farrow, Savannah Simmons, Laykin Herring, Kayla Allen, Alex Cruse, 
Julie Duke, Gretchen Welty, Alicia Bonner, Haleigh Prince, Brittany Coffee, Aubri O’Tyson, Katelynn Froehl-
ke-Huck, Chelsea Burris, Taylor Guffey, Austin Peck, Stormy Burris, Katy Hoopes and Haley Rouse.  These 
fine competitors will be attending State conference and contest March 26-28.
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Drama Club
 The West Plains High School Drama Club is in full swing second semester. They are currently working 
on Reader’s Theater and One Act Plays.
 In addition to that, the spring play is also rapidly approaching. It is entitled “Fools.”  It is a comedy 
about a village trying to undo a curse of ignorance. Opening night is April 16 in the high school gym. The cast 
features Cameron Hoffman, Sabrina Seiber , Kayla Stadler, Michelle Oliver, Kellan Shaw, Tristan Shaw, Tristan 
Stump, Sierra Campbell, and many others. Everyone should plan to attend and support their fellow Zizzers, and 
see a great show!

Attention seniors!  A senior edition of Zizzerette will be sold May 8!



Patriotic and Proud
Editorial note: Next month we will hi-light four other members of the senior class who have selflessly chosen 
to serve their country immediately upon graduation: Darren Greer, Dalton Brazeal, Lathan Osborn, and Craig 
Kellett. Congraulations to these fine Zizzers, your future is bright and we salute you and thank you.

By Lindsey Hicks
 Our one and only Mr. Roan Brown was born to proud 
parents Dan and Rebecca Brown on November 17, 1996. This 
18-year-old inspiration has signed a contract for the Marine 
Corps because he is looking forward to a challenge. Roan was 
inspired to join the military because it is something that he has 
always wanted to do as a kid; also, his great-grandfather was in 
the Army. 
  His duty as a Marine will be to pursue a career as an 
aircraft mechanic, in which he will be repairing helicopters. In-
stead of serving for a few years like most, he wants to make this 
as a career because he wants some sort of security. He is very 
interested in how things run, and he is curious on what makes 
machines tick. To prepare for his job, he has worked at a me-
chanic shop for a few years.  Roan said, “Fixing machinery is 
something I have always wanted to do. I am very excited to get 
out of West Plains. My goal in life is to make my parents proud 
and make a difference as I graduate high school, serve my coun-
try to the best of my ability, be happy, and serve my country for 
22 years.”
 Roan will be shipped to basic training on June 15 in 
San Diego, California. As Roan’s last few months’ here in West 
Plains for a while, we would like to congratulate him on signing 
for a big step in his life. If you see Roan in the hallway, stop and 
thank him for the big step he is about to take in his life.
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By Lindsey Hicks
 Kyle Hodges was born on July 5, 1996 to proud parents Heather and Chuck Russell. This 5’7’’ United 
States Navy recruit signed a five-year contract to become a GSN (gas turbine systems mechanic), in which he 
will work on four engines on destroyer maintenance and repair. He chose to become a GSN because it has a 
long list of things to know to be beneficial to the civilian world such as welding, vehicle maintenance, and engi-
neering.  Entering the Navy will be the safest reassurance besides the Air Force. 
 Kyle was inspired to join the Navy because of his adopted family tradition. He said, "I haven’t taken 
much interest in it until four years ago when I talked to my adopted family."  He does not know if he wants to 
pursue the Navy as a career yet; however, he made a point that no one knows for sure if they want to stay until 
they have tried it. His goal in life is to be happy and to make others happy. To be successful in the Navy, he has 
goals to rank up, pursue higher education, and serve the combat team.
 Basic training for Kyle starts on August 4 at Great Lakes, Michigan. He said he is “beyond excited” to 
make his time worth it and to get out of the the small town: West Plains, Missouri. When asked on his thoughts 
about joining the military, he said, “I have honestly been excited to ship. It is taking forever and I cannot wait 
to explore the world with the world's finest navy. Before considering to join, sit down and talk about it. Look 
into PTSD, also known as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, on consideration of special warfare, as well as talk to 
your recruiters." He is very thankful,  he said, for his recruiters Mike Woodruff and Aaron Cerda.
 If you happen to see this brave guy in the hallway stop him and congratulate him on making this deci-
sion for his country.

Senior Kyle 
Hodges enlists 

in Navy
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By Isabella Fleming
 
 If you’ve ever met Patsy Moss, then you’ll know that she’s the epitome of a patriotic American. She 
is also one of our school’s students who are courageously joining the military; specifically, the Army National 
Guard. Patsy chose to join the military because she believes that it is her civic duty to serve her country, and it 
is a family tradition. Her grandfather was a part of the Army, as well as several of her uncles. She has always 
known that she wanted to serve; it’s something that she’s been looking forward to since she was a child.
 Patsy’s first step into joining the National Guard will be boot camp, which begins on July 6, 2015, at Ft. 
Leonard Wood. In boot camp, she will learn first aid, become very physically fit, work on functioning as a team, 
learn hand to hand combat, and become skilled in throwing grenades and shooting different weapons. Patsy is 
excited to shoot the different types of guns, make new friends, and meet people with similar interests. However, 
she’s not excited to wake up very early every day, and to be away from her family. She’s also not a fan of first 
aid, because she will have to learn how to give IVs, and she hates needles. Boot camp typically lasts somewhere 
around eight weeks, but that is subject to change, depending on how well the group works. She’s hoping to be 
home sometime around Thanksgiving.
 Following bootcamp, Patsy will begin her AIT training, in which she will learn how to be a military cop. 
Once she has completed this training, she will return home to work as a military cop here in West Plains at the 
1138th military police company. She will also be able to attend college while working; she plans use her A+ and 
GI bill to attend MSU-WP in the spring semester of 2016 and pursue her general studies.
 We’re wishing Patsy the very best in her military and college aspirations; we know that she will do very 
well, and represent and serve our country in nothing but the best of ways. Good luck, Patsy, and thank you for 
all that you do!

Senior Patsy 
Moss 

enlists in 
National 
Guard
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Senior Anthony Evans joining Navy
By Tara Long 
 Anthony Evans, a senior at West Plains High 
School, is
planning on being a part of the Navy after graduat-
ing.
 “I’m going into the military because I just 
want to better myself as a person and explore the 
world while I still can.”
 While in the Navy, Anthony will be an avia-
tions electronic technician.  He will work on putting 
all of the electronic equipment in aircraft, such as 
fighter jets.
 Anthony will leave in July to go to boot 
camp.  He says, “It’ll be like a whole bunch of 
push-ups, sit-ups, running, and just a whole bunch of 
cardio stuff like that.”  After training, he will be go-
ing to “A School” in Pensacola, Florida for about six 
months.  He says, “I won’t mind the schooling be-
cause it’s in Florida and right by a beach and on two 
golf courses!”  After “A School,” he will be shipped 
somewhere to do his duty.
 “The main thing I’m going to miss is prob-
ably just all my friends here.  It will be tough not 
seeing most of them again.  I’ll keep in touch with 
some as best as I can, but not being here is still going 
to be hard.  I’ll miss my family a lot just because I 
won’t see them very often.”     
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Senior News
 Seniors, this is for you! There are many scholar-
ship applications due in April, so check the Zizzer web 
page for more Information or see Mrs. Allen. Also, if you 
have been accepted to a college and/or received scholar-
ships, please let Mrs. Allen know.

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 End of March/ First of April- Delivery of caps, gowns, 

announcements
 March 27 –Deadline for signing up to be a speaker at 

graduation
 April 1 –Senior Class meeting to discuss graduation and 

Senior Service Day
April 3 –Graduation Mailing to parents

April 8 –tryouts for Commencement speakers 
April 28 -6:30 p.m. Top 10 % Banquet – Tentative Civic Center

 May Activities
  May 1 - Senior Make-up Hours Due
 May 3 -2:00 
 May 4 – May 7th Senior Finals
 May 9 –Prom 8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at Fairgrounds 

E-Plex.
 May 11 –Seniors Last day- Senior Service Day and 

Cookout
May 14 -12:35 p.m.  –Required Graduation Practice (seniors 

dismissed following practice)
May 14 -7:00 p.m. Graduation

May 14 -10:00 p.m. WPHS Project Graduation

Next issue:

 WPHS Choir Dis-
trict Music Festival 
results, 30 entries 
going to State; choir 
maintains a 58 year 
tradition.



Zizzer Sports

Boys’ Basketball Season Concludes
By Landon Wilkening

 Another season for boys’ basketball has concluded and what a season it was!  This year’s Varsity team 
ended iwth 15-13 in regular season play, the title of District runners-up and 5-4 in conference play.  Three se-
niors led the team: Zach Flippin, Justin Davis, and Matt Wernsing.
 Zach Flippin commented, “This season went swell.  I’ve enjoyed my four years as a vasrity basketball 
player and I’ve been blessed with great teammates.”
 Returning starters for next year include Gerard Dietrich, Zale Adkisson, Christian Robbins, and Chase 
Riley.
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Lady Zizzer Basketball Season Concludes
By Danielle Gregory
 
 With a 23-5 record, the 2015 Lady Zizzers Basketball season has come to a very impressive ending. Al-
though the outcome isn’t exactly what they hoped for, these ladies still came out on top, as Conference Cham-
pions. Also, the girls ended the season with 1,538 points in total, and with Cass Johnson having the most game 
points, with 481.  With hard work and dedication, an amazing team was made. These ladies have had a great 
year and have had a lot of success; it is a bittersweet ending, but still a great one at that.

Lady Zizzer Swim Team Season Ends
By Chelsey Simmons
 
 This year’s Lady Zizzer inaugural swim season has ended, and this group of girls went out with a splash! 
The last meet was held on February 14 at the John Foster Springfield Natatorium. This meet was the SWMO 
Championship meet, and out the twenty teams that competed, the Lady Zizzers placed eleventh, with only nine 
swimmers that competed. At this meet, Madison Brownrigg placed 12th in the 50 free and 7th in the 500 free, 
Kyley Cunningham placed 14th in the 100 fly, Haley McCall placed 18th in the 100 back, and Chelsey Sim-
mons placed 16th in the 100 breast. The medley relay—that consisted of Brownrigg, Simmons, Cunningham, 
and Lauren Enochs—placed 10th. The 200 free relay placed 11th, and Ann-Renee Cawvey, Marisa Butler, 
Emma Tyler, and Jennie Broyles swam that event. Lastly, the 400 free relay was swam by Brownrigg, Enochs, 
Broyles, and Tyler took 7th place. 



Zizzer Pride Band
 “Our band students did a fantastic at the recent MSHSAA District Music Festival.  Both of our concert 
bands, Varsity & Jr. Varsity, earned the top score possible from all judges!  In addition, we had 28 events for the 
Solo & Small Ensembles portion of the festival.  All did a great job, and detailed results are listed below.  Of the 
28 events, we had 14 First Division Ratings, 13, Second Division Ratings, and 1 Third Division Rating with 22 
students qualifying for State competition,” stated Zizzer Pride Band Directors Rocky Long and Melody Alford.

Varsity Concert Band
First Division Rating, and a First Division in Sight-reading

Jr. Varsity Concert Band
First Division Rating, and Firs Division in Sight-reading

Solo Performances - First Division Rating (State Qualifiers)
1. Anna Grant Trumpet Solo
2. Lyndsi Stoops Flute Solo
3. Nicole Whitsell Flute Solo
4. Jakob Tackitt Alto Saxophone Solo
5. Katherine Wichern Bass Clarinet Solo
6. Emily Kimball French Horn Solo
7. Alex Eggert Concert Toms Solo
8. Grace Simpson Flute Solo
9. Jamie Mayle Trombone Solo
10. Alyssa King Flute Solo

Solo Performances - Second Division Rating
1. Ryan Mardock Trumpet Solo
2. Scott Belanger Trumpet Solo
3. Rebecca Grant Flute Solo
4. Zane Johnson Clarinet Solo
5. Jake Burke Trumpet Solo
6. Emma Tyler Flute Solo
7. Bernice Worley Clarinet Solo
8. Zach King Trombone Solo
9. Aaron Roop Trombone Solo
10. Carissa Peoples Clarinet Solo

Solo Performances - Third Division Rating
1. Eli Pettit Trumpet Solo

Small Ensemble - First Division Rating (State Qualifiers)
1. Saxophone Trio (Brett Newberry, Jolee Laughary, & Emiline Yorty)
2. Clarinet Quartet (Katherine Wichern, Mae Pavelka, Carissa Peoples, & Zane Johnson)
3. Saxophone Trio (Austin Beard, Dalton Brazeal, & Jakob Tackitt)
4. Saxophone Quartet (Bernice Worley, Chase Allen, Sara Rutlege, & Corbin LeBeau)

Small Ensemble - Second Division Rating
1. Percussion Ensemble (Alex Eggert, Ryan Evans, Evan Hicks, Sierra Halstead, & Stephen Mulkey)
2. Mixed Brass Quartet (Jamie Mayle, Aaron Roop, Scott Belanger, Eli Pettit)
3. Mixed Woodwind Trio (Nicole Whitsell, Grace Simpson, & Bernice Worley)


